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E A S A  S o u t h w e s t e r n  C h a p t e r  

Andy Butterfield 
Vice President 
 
What an awesome fall meeting we had  
in Scottsdale. I came away with some 
good connections and information I can 
use in my day to day operations. 
 
Our opening reception 
on Thursday night was 
held outdoors and we 
enjoyed the fresh, 
warm Scottsdale air 

around the pool.  Many thanks to our  
Affiliate members who set up table tops 
to support our meeting. It was great to 
renew old friendships and make new 
ones. 
 
After our Friday Business meeting and 
Technical session, the bus took us off for 
“Grub and a Mug” pizza and beer lunch 
at a local brewery (thanks Diane). 
 
The shop tour on Friday was a great suc-
cess. PumpMan of Phoenix was gracious 

enough to allow the tour while comply-
ing with COVID regulations. This one 
was a little different in that their primary  
business was in pump repair. General 
Manger, Scott Sleeth, gave us a tour 

and a lot of insight on their operation in 
and around the Phoenix area. They are 
on the grow and doing well, working on 
the facility and upgrading equipment. 
Thanks again ”PumpMan”! Super job!  
 
Afterwards, we stopped off at the Hall 
of Flame Fire Fighters Museum and 

some of the exhibits brought out the kid 
in us.  
 
Meanwhile, the spouses rode on some 
fun golf carts to Old Town Scottsdale. 
They visited the Museum of the West 
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and then moved on to a delicious lunch at the Café 
Forte. After lunch they broke into smaller groups for a 
wander through Old Town and its endless variety of 
shops. The golf cart transportation was awesome. 
 
We had two very professional and informative sessions 
at this convention. 
 
On Friday,  Rick Beach with USEM(Nidec) delivered a 
great presentation on Vertical motors. He took us from 
their beginning to where we are today. He also took 
time out to answer questions on thrust and how it is 
dealt with in particular designs. A lot of information in a 
short period of time, yet a great refresher especially for 
correct application of the different types . Thanks again 
Rick for a great presentation! 
 
On Friday night, the group rode a bus out into the  

Arizona desert to to the Gold Field 
Ghost Town where we enjoyed a 
wonderful steak (or chicken) bar-
becue “under the stars”.  
 
“Cowboy Dan”  
was a colorful 
and entertaining 
host and that 
fresh desert air 
was a great 

break from the daytime heat. 
  
On Saturday, we had another great 
technical session presented by Lisa 
Butterfield, Employment Practices  
Specialist, H.R. with over 16 years in 
the business, presented the new rules 
and regulations on the  
American Rescue Plan Act, and how it 
will affect our businesses.  
 
Lisa also touched on PPP and  

qualifying for the second round. This session was a 
must for many of us and she delivered. Plenty of  
questions answered and discussion between shops 
who were there.  
 
Great job Lisa, and thank you so much! (Also, she is 
my favorite Daughter-in-law) 
 
While we were enjoying yet another worthy technical 
presentation, our spouses were busy cooking their 
own 3-course southwestern lunch at the Sweet Basil 
Cooking School. The teacher had been a head chef 
for a luxury cruise line and had found this gig during 
the COVID cruise ban. He was awesome.  Everyone 
enjoyed the class and especially the delicious meal 
they had prepared. 

 

Sorry for those who missed another great meeting. 
But we look forward to seeing you at the EASA  
International Convention in Fort Worth in June.  
 

Ken Martin  
International Director 
 
Wow, it’s already May. The months and years are fly-
ing by way too fast. Just a few notes from EASA  
International: 
 
At the recent International Board Meeting (virtual),  it 
was decided that new members would be paying their 
dues on their membership anniversary date instead of 
the traditional March 31st date.  This would eventually 
spread out dues payments during the year which can 
be helpful for the finance staff and the chapters.  
 
Renewals were a little slower this year for EASA  
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International. At the beginning of April, we had 91.3% 
of our Active members renewed and 86% of our  
Associate members renewed.   
 
For our International Convention in June, as of the 
end of March, we had 127 exhibitors and 277 booth 
spaces booked. It is a little down from last year, but 
we think it's due to the international travel restrictions. 
Some exhibitors are still signing up. We do have 6 
new exhibitors to date.  
 
It would be great to have a good showing from the 
Southwestern Chapter since the convention is right In 
our region. Affiliates and District Directors, please call 
or stop by your area shops and encourage them to 
come to the convention as it Is probably driving  
distance for most to Fort Worth.   
 
Also, if you can sign up to volunteer with directing 
people to meeting rooms or anything else - let me 
know. You can see the undated convention schedule 
here: https://easa.com/convention/schedule-of-
events. Now is the time to reserve a room and send 
In forms for the Expo.  
 
The discount deadline is May 21. 
 

Noah Hudgeons 
District 2 (North TX) Director 
 
District 2 had its fall meeting at ECO Burn Off Ovens 
in Dallas. Thank you to Roland Sanchez for being a 
wonderful host. The turnout was great and fellowship 
was greater. The tech session was presented by 
Mindy Manning of Platinum Performance Products on 
Industrial Grade 3D Printing and 3D Design. Mindy 
did a fantastic job on the presentation and everyone 
left with ideas of how to apply the technology. 
 
The shops in District 2 are steady and travel is getting 
back to normal levels. Some shops have seen a 
downturn, but for the most part, shops are steady and 
consistent. 
 
Brandon & Clark Inc. in Fort Worth is very busy  

getting ready for the EASA International Shop Tour 
and are looking forward to seeing many of you there. 
 
Some of you may be aware that Justin Freelin of A1 
Electric out in Mt. Pleasant, TX, suffered a very  
serious Motor cycle accident about a year ago. He is 
healing slowly with lots of therapy and the family 
thanks everyone for their support and prayers.  
 
The business has been sold and we welcome the new 
ownership to the EASA family. Here is a note from 
A1’s new manager: 
  
“I apologize for the delayed response as things were a 
little hectic at the end of our first month. As with most 
transitions, we’ve been getting things cleaned-up, or-
ganized and new processes in place. 
  
We're excited to be part of EASA and are looking  
forward to being active members of the Southwestern 
Chapter. We look forward to building upon A1 Electric 
Motor Service’s long history of servicing customers in 
the North East Texas market.  
 
Hopefully, we will get together in the near future. In 
the meantime, if you have any questions or just would 
like to touch base, please don’t hesitate to contact 
me. 
 
Mark M. Dufrene 
General Manager” 
 
Lastly, I have been asked to serve on the Chapter 
Technical Committee for this year and look forward to 
serving the chapter in this capacity.  

 

Wanda Nesloney 
District 3 (Houston Area) 
 
So sorry I couldn’t attend our latest convention in 
Scottsdale, due to circumstances beyond my control, I 
was not able to represent District 3.   I hear the weath-
er was great.  District 3 did have representation at the 
convention from Jim Mugford from Sulzer.  Thank you 
Jim for attending. I hope you enjoyed meeting more 



Page 4 Southwesterner 

EASA friends. 
 
We were sad to see a long time EASA member shop 
closed last year. South West Industrial Motor Sales 
(SWIMS) closed their doors.  We at Community  
Motors had close ties to Del Harrod. SWIMS were 
there to help us as we were getting started and work-
ing to grow our business.  Thank you Del and Monty 
for being a great EASA shop to a much smaller com-
pany.  We will always be indebted to you. Many years 
ago, a shop had to be sponsored to join EASA and 
have a shop recommend you. Del was nice enough to 
take us under his wing and helped us to become 
EASA members.  We will always be grateful.   
 
EASA has been such an important organization to us.  
Not just being able to get on the spot electrical motor 
information from the great St. Louis engineers but also 
the comradery of like-minded chapter members.   
People that have walked the walk so to speak and  
understand where you are and always are there to  
listen and recommend practices to help your business.  
EASA members are the greatest group I have ever 
been at part of. 
 
I would like to congratulate District 3 for all of our 
shops renewing their membership.  I feel District 3  
understands the importance of membership as much 
as I do. We are planning a district get together in  
January 2022.  When we have details worked out I will 
be sure to keep you informed. 
 

District 5 (Arizona and El Paso) 
Clay Parks 
Business appears to have been strong in our area, 
with copper doing well.  
 
Two large Phoenix shops (Laron and Keller) were  
recently acquired by Ohio Transmission and are now 
merging their facilities under the Keller name. 
 
My wife , Joni, and I recently had the pleasure of join-
ing our EASA friends at the Southwestern Chapter 
Convention in Scottsdale, which was fairly well  
attended.  

 
I was happy to see that District 5 was 
well represented with B&M Machinery 
in attendance from El Paso, Bestway 
Electric from Tucson, Keller Electrical, 
Precision Electric and Sulzer EMS from 
Phoenix. 
 
I also want to thank, Scott from the Pump Man, who 
was gracious enough to open his facility for a shop 
tour which everyone really enjoyed.  
 
Please feel free to contact me whenever you have 
news to share. Clayton.parks@gmail.com 

Hard working spouses/guests 
creating their gourmet lunch at 
the Sweet Basil Cooking School. 
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All kidding aside, Patricia is now on the mend and  
undergoing lots of physical therapy. 
We should see everyone at the EASA International 
Convention in Fort Worth, and at our Southwestern 
Chapter meeting in New Orleans in the ”Fall”. I don’t 
think Patricia has anything left to break. We are both 
looking forward to seeing all of you soon. 

Upcoming EASA Meetings 
 
May 20—District 6 (Oklahoma) meeting at  
Pump & Motor Works, Okmulgee, OK. 
 
June 26-29—EASA International Convention at Ft. 
Worth, TX. 
 
September TBA—District 2 (North Texas) meeting 
 
October 7-9—Southwestern Chapter Fall meeting in 
New Orleans, LA 
 
January TBA—District 3 (Houston Area) meeting 
 
April, 2022—Southwestern Chapter Spring Convention 
in Washington, DC. Celebrating our chapter’s 75th 
birthday during the Cherry Blossom Festival in our  
nation’s Capitol. 
 

 

Southwestern Chapter  
Hall of Fame Member 
Ken Johnson 
 
As many of you may know, Patricia and I have been  
trying to get to a Southwestern Chapter meeting for 
over a year. It seems there is some strange force 
that is preventing us from making it all the way to a 
meeting.  
 
We had planned to Celebrate our 50th wedding  
anniversary in Scottsdale with all of you but that did 
not work out either since we had to celebrate  
Patricia’s birthday in the hospital.  
 
As Diane Werling will tell you, we have been  
registered for all the meetings, but there seems to 
be some little minor thing that gets in the way just 
before we get ready to leave for a meeting: like 
Covid, a broken hip requiring a hip replacement 
(from a fluke fall) and later a broken lower leg (both 
bones).  
 
Patricia will tell you the broken leg is all my fault. I 
tell you that if she had not decided to take a nap on 
the floor where I was backing up, everything would 
have been OK. My fall did not hurt a bit. I had a  
pretty soft landing...right onto Patricia! 
 

More Scottsdale Photos 


